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DisrRESSED LADIES. 


BEING * 
An Account of one Mr. Ward, who enjoyed à Place im 
one of the public Offices in London, of zool. per Year ; 
married a young Lady with” a handfome Fortune, by 
whom he had fix Children, which he educated in a more 
elegant Manner than his Income would allow, 't'll the twor 
eldeſt, Lucy and Polly, were fit for Marriage: two young 
Gentlemen in the Neighbourhood paid their addreſſes to 
them, and promiſſed them Marriage, on Condition of 
portioning them off; Mr. Ward not being able. they de- 
clined their Addreſſes. The dreadſul Scene which hap- 
pened after, contains ſuch alarming Cin cumſtances 1 bros 
mon Life, as are too frequent, and may be juſtly ſaid to 
be a Leſſon proper to be read by all who have any Regard 
to themſelves or F amilics, | | . 
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== 008 Unfortunate Siſters. 


E father of thoſe ladies was a gentle- 
man who enjoyed a place in one of the 
public offices in London, of three hun- 
dred pounds per year, whic'2; he had received 
tor upwards of eighte:n years: he having a wife 
and ſix daughters, he gave his children all the 
e due tion uſual in polite families, Mrs Ward 
havng a good education herſelf, and had 
brought her huſband a fortune, and was a wo- 
man of extraordinary parts, gaining good will 
and affection of every body who had the plea- 
ſure of her acquaiatance; and the ſame per- 
fections in her family was the conſtant care ſhe 
took to inculcate into her children's minds, and 
was no way backward-in- teaching them what 
might accfue to their future advantages, ſnie be- 
ing an affectionate and tender mother. 75 
Mr. Ward and his wife, being bleffed many 
years in conjugal' happineſs, began now to think 
of ſettling, as ſoon as opportunity ſerved, ſuch 
of their children as was of maturity, and in par- 
ticular Miſs Polly and Lucy, the two eldeſt, who 
were marriageabſe. tie being now in the de- 
celine of life, upwards of fifty, his wife took an 
opportunity to enquire into his circumſtances, 
ETD hoping 
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33 
hoping he had made ſome proviſion for his chi- 
dren, Mrs. Ward well knowing that education, 
without pecuniary fortune, commands bur little 
in this world: he gave her no account of his 
affairs, and ſeemed to want to turn the diſcourſe, 
and looked at her with arrogance, for deſiring 
| to. be ſatisfied in that particular. Indeed he kept 
a good houſe, loved his family and friend, kept, 
a genteel acquaintance, and ſeemed to enjoy 
perfect happineſs ; but here fate ſeemed to cloud 
the ſunſhine of their life, for Mrs. Ward was a 
woman of more ſenſe than to be ſilent on fuch 
material affairs, wherein depended: the future 
happineſs of her children: her thoughts for them 
was now not to be moved by the ple.ſures of 
this life, but was fixed for thoſe ſhe could not 
now expect to be long guardians of, and was 
endeavouring to ſee. as many ſettled in life as ſhe 

could, She did not complain for want, of any 
thing, neither indeed could ſhe, for Mr. 110 
always readily granted whatever ſhe aſked, till 

this liſt important queſtion, which ſhe took the 
opportunity to put to him again, and with tears 
in her eyes, deſired him to bs final in his an- 
wer. He began to divert her mind with tell- 
ing her of an invitation; ſhe told him that it 
was not the thoughts of pleaſure could turn her 
enquiry, and that if he had not made any pro- 
viſion for his children to ſatisfy her at once, that 
ſhe might endeavour to prevent the bad conſe: 
quences which might happen in caſe of his death, 
for that if he had not, ſhe could expect nothing 
but miſery, having never had any inſight ing 
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trade, nor no expectancies from friends, 1» that 
hope was driven from her breaft of ever doing 
any thing for her fxmily, all which ſhe hoped 
providence would avert z but as an affectionate 


mother, ſhe could not help guarding againſt - | 


the worſt which might happen. Mr. Ward, at 
this preremptory diſcourſe, ſeemed in a great 
paſſion, and was going to leave the room, won- 


dered l. o ſhe could queſtion his conduct, and 


aſked her if ſhe wanted any thing? and added 
that he had always taken care cf the immediate 
ſubſtance of life, in a genteel manner, and ſo he 
had of the future, and left her no farther ſatis- 
fied. | 
y This behaviour occaſioned a flood of tears 
from Mrs, Ward, ſhe never had met with ſuch 
uſage before, which, at that time of day, added 
more to her grief, being married thirty years, 
and never met with an interview of behaviour 
comparable to this: however, this paſſed off 
without the knowledge of any but themſelves ; 
but Mrs. Ward, after this, obſerved a coolneſs 


in her buſband*s temper, which ſhe. like an in- 


dulgent wife, endeavoured to warm, and ever 
thing ſeemed as before: nevertheleſs, there 
dwelt upon the brows of Mrs. Ward a tender 
concern which ſhe had grafted in her heart for 
her dear children. | 

Miſs Lucy and Polly, the two eldeſt daugh- 
ters, had now both of them ſuitors, young 
tradeſmen of good fortunes, and, no doubt, 
expected fortunes with them, which is now 


generally expected with people of a genteel ap- | 


Pearance, 


„ | 
pearance. Theſe gentlemen had the ſanction of 
their parents, and their viſits were frequent, and 
after a year and half*s courtſhip, Miſs Lucy, 
who was the eldeſt, her Tweetheart had brought 
things to a cricis, and, between themſelves, had 


fixed the time when they ſhould urite, and con- 


ſummate the happy and honourable ſtate of 
marriage. Nothing now was wanting to finiſh 
* their expectations of joy, but the tender 
of M.ſs Lucy's fortune, which Miſs Lucy 


* herſelf, from her genteel education, little ima- 
gining was Wanting, deſired her ſuitor to aſk 


her parents the queſtion, which he accordingly 
did to Mrs, Ward firſt, deſiring her to give him 
an anſwer in two or three days, which ſhe, 


poor woman promiſed. 


So great was the burthen of woe ſhe was under 


at this queſtion (he ir g conſcisus of the laſt ſoli- 
* citacions to her huſband on this head) that ſhe 
jletired to her chamber, and vented her ſorrow 
by a flood of tears, ſo deep was the tortent of 


' 'anguiſh which overflowed her breaſt, ſhe even 


- wiſhed for madneſs as a relief, that ſhe might 


be loſt to herfelf. However, after ſome. con- 


fideration, when her grief had a little ſubſided, 
ſhe concluded to put the queſtion again to Mr. 
Ward, and get a poſitive anſwer, that ſhe 
might acquaint her daughter, and no longer 
bury them up with hepes, and accordtngly did 
as ſhe intended. One morning, before her 
huſband was up, ſhe acquainted hin with the 


whole, and how his daughter Lucy, wanted 
nothing now but to know, What fortune he would 


give | 


L 6 


give her, that ſhe might fulfil her engage- | 


ments with her ſweetheart, which ſhe told 
bim be could not be ignorant of. He at this 
ſeemed ſhocked, and at laſt told her that he 
was ſorry ſhe ſhould take part of his misfor- 
fune,' for that he was not worth forty pounds 
in he world, and beged of her to make her- 
ſelf eaſy, and deſired of her to let her dangh- 
ters know their condition, that they might 
no longer deceive their ſuitors. Mrs. Ward 
was now in the utmoſt confuſion, truth had 


fears for what was to come; ſhe prudently 
avo ded teflecting on her hufband, it being 
paſt redemption, and to acquaint her chil- 
dren of it abruptly, ſhe feared would tend 
to bad conſequences, however, ſhe thought 
:gelays mig ht breed dangers, ſhe took the firſt 
opportunity of acquainting Miſs Lucy's ſui- 
tor that Mr. Ward could give his daughter no 


immediate fortune, bnt that he would leave 
her ſomething at his death. This offer was 
nothiag with the young ſuitor, he wanted a 


lum down; and after this was ſoon obſerved 
to be very cool and looſe in his addreſles to 
{Miſs Lucy, and in ſhort, preſently abandon- 
ed all his pretended honour, and made a 


bold attempt on her virtue, on the moſt | 
POS: wicked 


at laſt lighted up her blazing torch, and now _ 
ſeemed to follow the hand of black deſpair, 
and every moment ſhe was diſtracted with 
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1 wicked and hortid promiſe of keeping her 
as a miſtreſs, telling her ſhe had no fortune, 
At this ſudden change, the poor innocent 
lady ſtood aghaſt, as tho' ſtruck with terror, 
: and in broken expreſſion, aſked him what he 
meant? He replied, 4s /e had no fortune ſhe 
could expect no advancement, and a compliance 
5 j to his till would be more advantageous to her, 
Vor he ſhould withdraw his addreſſes ; but that 


If ſhe would conſent, he'd ſettle ſomething apo 
ber, to male ber appear genteel, and ſhe ſhould 
| want nothing; but he could not marry with+ 


o 


ou a fortune. = E 
As ſoon as ſhe had recovered her ſurptiſe, 


| the replied, Oh! Sir, I ſee your drift, my 
want of fortune has ſbon cooled your paſſion and 
your love, —No, Sir, let my ſuffering be ever 
a fo great, let ty ſorrows and hardſhips be ever 

Jo much encreaſed upon my head, I am deter- 
' mined to refiſt your horrid dehgn, and teould 


' Father ſubmit to all the agontes of a painful 


| death, than move one ſtep from my fixed reſo- 
: lution, or ever become the deteſtied and abfect 
' wretch you defire: Wonder not, Sir, 'af my 
: firmneſs, nor be furpriſed to fee a forr weat 
7 defenceleſs young creature able to withſtand 
Loth your deluſions aud meanneſs. Know, Sir; 


| wehile virtue 13 my guardian 1 ſhall ever dare 
To look you in the face, and ug bn, viWair nb 


you are! and begene from my fight." Pits 


noble 
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noble defence of Miſs Lucy, was highly | 


commendable, and ſhewed a greatneſs of 


foul in adverſity. 


However, tho” ſhe had courage to defend | 
herſelf againſt an immediate attack, yet her, 


aftection for him could not be fo ſeon forgot, 
for the went melancholy upon the occaſion; 


words cannot expreſs the diſtreſs of mind ſhe 


was in at ſo great a diſappointment, and alſo 


an attempt to deſtroy her; in ſhort, after a 


month languiſhing in this grief, ſhe fell into 
deſpair, and found means to poiſon herſelf. 
The ſudden horror and ſurpriſe the whole 
family was in, are not to be expreſſed by 
words, and the whole of this ſhocking af- 
fair Was ſoon known; nothing but the moſt 
bitter expreſſions againſt the purjured young 
fellow, her ſweetheart, was heard, by all 
who had the kaſt int mat ion of it; in ſhort, 


be was deſpiſed by every body, and degraded 


in all companies, and ſuch. we hope, will 


all like him ever be, and all who dare at- 
tempt the innocent in ſuch inhuman cha- 


trackers. 


Me. Ward, at dhe death of his daughter, w 
fell ſi zk, being conſcious of the cauſe; but 01 
he ſhortly after recovered, ſo as to be able in 
to attend h's office, yet there ſeemed ſome- 
n his brows which beſpoke uneaſi- - 


nels, which, added n⁰ ſmall trouble to his 
afl cctionate 


thing upo 
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| affectionate wife, who had nothing to ſup- 


] 


port her diſtreſs but a good conſcience, Mr. 


Ward's deareſt frietids could not get this 
cloud of deſpair from him, tho' they did all 
they could by taking him into the country, 
yet all was to no purpoſe, every body judged 
the cauſe by the loſs of his daughter, by ſa 


fatal an end, yet there was another as great z 
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in the firſt place, there was his next daugh- 
ter, Polly, almoſt ſtood in the ſame caſe ; 
and next, being ſenſible he war drawing 
near to death himſelf, and what was much 


greater, he had no proviſion for his four 


other children, nor no 1eclation that was 
Fe of giving them any ſubſiſtance, nor 


* expectations froin friends. 
at all times in his favourite company, he had 
* loſt his uſual countenance ; a melancholy 
- compoſure ſat upon his brow, in ſhort, all 


This was the inward grief of his heart; 


attempts of his friends to divert his mind, 
proved ineffectual. His tender wife finding 


dim in this low way, never troubled him 


with any further enquiries concerning his 
circumſtances, as he ſeemed to deny ſatisfy- 
ing her before, and left it to divine provi- 
dence to help her in diſtreſs. if the worſt 
ſhould happen; but he had lain to heart that 
which he might have prevented, by a fru 
gal living to ſave, 1 of a laviſh gran- 


deur 


1 
deur to appear great above others, without 
a reſerve of ſubſtance for the future main- f 
tainance of a family, and which is much to f 
be lamented, that too many parents are guil- e 
ty of that great neglect, and not for want b 

of love, but rather to follow the faſhionable à 
vice of this corrupt age, whereby many p 
perſons are diſappointed and ruined, when 1 
they have loſt all hopes of living and enjoy- 
i ig what they expected. 

Mr. Ward was ſenſibly declining every d 
day, which his family were not ſtrangers 'F 
to; therfore they reſolved not to trouble him 
# with enquiries, it being too late to recall paſt * c 
3 miſconduct, therefore truſted all to provi- 
N dence to enable and direct them for the beſt. if 

His next daughter, Polly, was ſtill courted de 

by the ſame young gentleman, who had all a 
. along invieghed againſt unfortunate Miſs 54 
y Lucy's ſuitor, who had occaſioned ſuch grief ne 
| in the family, and always expreſſed the great- to 
F eſt abhorrence of all his actions. He vowed te 
1 the ſtrongeſt ties of love and friendſhip to kr 
1 Miſs Polly, aſſuring her, let what will hap- ſec 
pen, he would ever adhere to his promiſe of de 
marrying her, and deſired the ſame aſſurances We 
from her, and their loves and vows they te- ge 
ciprocal ly plighted to each other, ſer 

This young gentleman was the ſon of a ye 


e in wp * neighbourhood, of kn 
great tre 
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n- great worth, who thought it rather too ſoon 
to for him to marry, yet, nevertheleſs, approv- 
il- ed of his choice, not doubting in the leaſt, 
ne but that Mr. Ward had wherewith to give 
le a fortune agreeable to his, and ſeldom a day 
ay. paſſed but they enjoyed each others compa- 
ny. which was agreeable to all parties. 

Mrs. Ward, who was ſenſible of his friends 
deſire of a ſufficient fortune with her daugh- 
ry ter, was likewiſe ſenſible of the want of it. 
rs Here was a tryal an affectionate mother muſt 
m feel, that words cannot expreſs, and which 
aſt every parent muſt ſympathiſe for her diſtreſs. 
„i Fate ſeemed now to cloud the ſunſhine of 
ſt, their days: firſt, the fatal end of their eldeſt 
ed daughter, occaſioned by a perfidious man; 
all and ſecondly, her next daughter ſtood upon 
iſs a tottering precipice, together with the ill- 
ief neſs of Mr. Ward, who did not expect long 
at= to ſurvive; and the leaving four other daugh- 
ed ters all young and unprovided for, tho' un- 
to known to any but herſelf; this was ſuch a 
p- ſecret that Mrs. Ward would not truſt her 
of deareſt friend, well knowing, when the 
ces world gets hold of the truth, much falſhood 
te- generally accompanies it, and never fails leſ- 
ſening the eſteem the world had of them; 
* a yet nevertheleſs, ſhe comforted: herſelf, by 
of knowing ſome people, who, tho' in great diſ- 
_— had by che hand of providence been 
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wonderfully raiſed out of it, and doubted 
not but God would aſſiſt her in diſtreſs. 
Mr. Ward ſtill kept lingering, and in a- 
bout fixteen months after he died, and left 


her as (he thought, without any thing ma- 
terial for her family and herſelf to ſubſiſt on, 
and he in debt, to whom ſhe knew nothing 


of, nor for what; here was tte fearful ſcene 
diſcloſed ; ſhe ſolicited the creditors, by in- 

eniouſly telling them her huſband had died 
inſolvent, and her and her family in the 
greateſt diſtreſs, and begged them to forgive 
her, and hoped God would reſtore it double; 
upon which the creditors conſulted, and 
conſidered her caſe, agree to forgive her 


hulband's debts, and made a collection a- 


mong their acquaintance to help her in her 


diſtreſs, which ſhe kindly accepted, and re- 


turned God and them thanks for ſuch un- 
expected friends and comforters, | 
All their acquaintances was much ſur— 


priſed, and the converſation every where 


turned upon the death of Mr. Ward, and the 
diſtreſs he had lefr his family in; for death 
generally opens a new ſcene in every family, 
Many friends came to expreſs their ſorrow 
for her condition, and to condole her loſs ; 


but alas! this was cool comfort, ſhe ſtood | 
in need of aſſiſtance, aud not of ſorrowful 


compliments, 


After 


- 
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N cumſtances and condition, and whoſe life was 


| l 
ö | 3 
After Mr. Ward was buried ſhe was obliged 


to ſeek for another habitation, being unable to 
keep her houſe any longer, having nothing com- 


ing in, and five daughters unprovided for; her 
friends adviſed her to many things for the beſt : 


here ſhe row ſaw the true picture of the world, 


4 
* 


for now ſhe was in diſtreſs, ſome of her friends 


| : declined acquaintance, but at laſt God raiſed her 


up a friend, an unexpected friend indeed: a 
* maiden gentlewoman who had heard of her cir- 
: ſpent in aſſiſting her fellow creatures, heaven had 
bleſt with a plentiful fortune, which ſhe conſidered 


in a right view, ſhe had never entered into ma- 


trimoay, not through a diſapprobation of that 
© honourable ſtate, but through an inclination to be 


incumbered with the world as lictle as poſſible, 
As ſhe made it her buſineſs to ſeek for proper 
objects of relief, when ſhe was informed of the 


 diftrefſeFfituation of Mrs. Ward, ſhe immediate. 
ly took her into an apartment, with her five 
children, in her own houſe, and was the greateſt 
- contributor to the maintainance of this diſtreſſed 
family, and kept thern for ſix months, 'till Mrs. 
Ward had conſulted what to do for a living for 
- herſelf and family. 


T he kindneſs of this gentlewoman, Mrs. Ward 


' alwa ys expreſſed a thorough ſenſe of, and did not 
- neglect to return God and her donor thanks for 
- ſuch a timed and comfortable relief. This cha- 


ritable gentle woman, and others of Mrs. Ward*s 


: well-wiſhers, adviſed her to go into ſome buſi- 


nels, which ſhe conſented to very chearfully. 
being 


5 


being not inclined, as her unfortunate huſband 


was, to appear above what ſhe really was, which 


was the main rock the whole family ſplit on. 


Accordingly ſhe took a ſhop in the millenery 
and haberdaſhery way, in their own neighbour- - 


hood, which was judged beſt by her acquaintance, 


and all promiſed her their favours; in ſhort, | 


every body was pleaſed that knew her, and ex- 


preſſed gladneſs that they could contribute to her 
aſſiſtance. The buſineſs Mrs. Ward had, in a 
little time gave her hopes of being in a happy 
ficuation : ſhe maintained her family with de- 
cency, without being drove to neceſſities, and in 
a very ſhort time, by her acquaintances favours 
and recommendations, ſhe at laſt arrived at a a 
pretty height of buſineſs, and had as genteel a a 


ſlrop as moſt, every thing ſeemed to concur in 
favouring her in a happy ſettlement, for which 


ſhe ever retained a grateful ſenſe of God's pro- 


vidence, and her friends kindneſs, 


Mrs, Wards next daughter, whom we men- 


tioned before, was courted by a young gentle- 
man who ſtill continued his courtſhip to Miſs 
Polly, and was a kind friend to Mrs. Ward, but 
this was kept a ſecret to his friends, who, when 
Mr. Ward died, and it came to be known he 
hid left nothing for his family, they forbid him 


carrying on his ſuit, or having any further cor- 


reſpondence with the family, which he did al- 
moſt all the time Mrs. Ward was at her kind 


donor's houſe, but when ſhe came to be ſettled 
in her own ſhop and houſe, his viſits were fre- 
quent to Miſs Polly, and he renewed his courts | 
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ſhip and told Mrs. Ward he meant nothing but 
- honour, and altho* his friends did not conſent, 
yet, as he had at firſt made his fuit to her, and 
promiſed her marriage, he would not deceiye her, 
for his love for her was ſettled long before her 
father died, and ſhould ſtill continue. and as his 
friends did not approve of it he would not make 
the marriage known, and that if the worſt ſhould 


happen he ſaid he had a ſmall fortune indepen- 


dent of his relations, and intirely in his own 
bands. Mrs. Ward anſwered him, that ſhe hoped 


he would no ways deceive her, adding, that ſhe 


had but juſt allayed a ſtorm, which threatned 
her deflruction, and begged of him that he would 


be ingenious, and finally let her know his real 


3 : to which he replied, that her paſt 
misfortunes need not be mentioned, as he was 
fully acquainted with them, and told her his in- 
tentions were then as they were at firſt, fixed 
upon love and honour, and gave her the ſtrong - 
eſt aſſurances of his friendſhip towards her fa- 
mily, and in particular to Miſs Polly, to whom 
he hoped to be ſoon joined by mutual contract, 


in wedlock, and deſited it might be kept a ſecret 
to his friends, but not that he would always have 
it kept ſecret from them, but till ſuch time as he 
had reaſoned them into conſent, that every thing 


might concur to make them happy. 


Now every thing ſeemed fair for a happy uni- 


on, and conſultations were frequently held be- 
= tween them how they ſhould order the marriage, 
Mrs. Ward conſented, and the marriage day was 
fixed, and ſhe engaged a friend of hers to = 


( 16 ) 
her daughter away in marriage, declining going 
herſelf to avoid any ſuſpicion. Mr. Harris told 
them he would come at the time appointed, and 
he'd take care tc have the licence : accordingly 


he came and a coach ready, and Miſs Polly and 
the gentleman who was to give her away, pri- 
vately ſtept into the coach and drove away, Now 


cruel fate was beginning again his diſtructive 


hand, and tho* Mrs. Ward, poor woman, had 


taken every ſtep that was upon the ſureſt founda- 
tion, for her daughter's happineſs, yet ſuch is 
ſometimes the cruelty of fortune, which will ap« 
pear by what follows. 18 391 1. — 


As they were going in the coach to church, 


Mr, Harris, the bridegroom, ſays, good God ! 


I have forgot the licence; upon this they order- 
ed the coach to drive to the commons to get one, 
but when they came there it was a holiday, and 
no buſineſs done. This was a great diſappoint- 
ment, they now knew not what to do, they went 
to a tavern to conſider what was to be done; 
the bridegroom declared with all the vows the 
human tongue 15 able io expreſs, that if Miſs 
Polly would agree with her friend to go home © 


and ſay the martiige was done, to ſatisfy her 
mother, he would take the firſt oppertunity, 


ſome time the next week, to finiſh the marriage, 1 
and that he would go the next day to get the 


licence, defiring her friend, who was to be fa- 


ther, to let him Know what day the next week 
he ſhould be at leiſure, that he might appoint | 
the time, and make no more meetings, hut to; 
come and make an excuſe, by ſaying that you 5 

are 3 
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q are come to give us a day's pleaſure abroad, 
that there might be no ſuſpicion of the mat- 
4 ter, and then the whole might be done. 
At theſe expreſſions Miſs Polly looked in 
8 his face with tears falling down her checks, 
faid, dear Mr. Harris do not deceive me, con- 
fader the gulph of miſery my poor fiſter was 
d boſt in; and the affliction and diſtreſs my 
g poor 1 tnother has hardly yet got over. Can 1 
is depend on the words of a man? 1 have found 
p* nothing yet that would give me the leaſt miſ- 
truſt of deviating from an honeſt man; if my 
'» friend will give His conſent, 1 will do any. 
thing you ſhall require, in ſhort her conſent 
: — her friend's alſo, and he was ſo weak as 
not to bind Mr. Harris down by bond, to 
t- fulfil his promiſe, and after having ſpent the 
me as the thing might have been finiſhed, 
they went home with full aſſurances that all | 

de was done, and Mrs, Ward ſaluted them, and 
15. wiſhed them joy, being glad the whole wag 
over with ſecrecy ; after which dinner was 
provided, and they ſpent the day in ſuch in- 
e, nocent amuſements as is uſual. At night they 
went to bed, and finally conſummated tte 
marriage before the « ceremony, 
The next morning Mr. Harris went home 
to his father, who queſtioned him concern- 
ing hisſtaying out all night, and with hav- 
ing been to be married to Miſs Ward, which 
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1 
he denied, they infiſted he had, be declared 


bot, (which was too true) they vowed; if he 


had married her, he ſhould immediately go 
trom them, and they would leave him no- 
thing, after he had made many proteſtations 


to the contrary, the argument ſubſided, and 
the whole paſſed ofl. ene 
Polly of his unalterable, miod, Which ſhe 
earneſtly deſired him to fulfill, he was almoſt 
always with her, and had procured the li- 
cence, ſo that they only waited an opportu- 
nity Mr. Harris's father and mother, ſuſe 
Eos ſomething, by his not keeping good 
10urs, as he uſed: to do, they contrived 40 
ſend him a journey for a month, thinking, 
by that means, if there was any cloſe. union, 
it would ſome how or other be diſcoyered. 


'4 


be eaſy, ſhe was top ſenſible what a precipice 


He agcordingly acquainted. Polly of hat. 
nd where he was going, and bid her- make 
herſelf eaſy : at this ſhe could ;nor. tell what 
to jmagine, her mind, was almoſt diſtracted, | 
and tho he had given her the ſtrongeſt aſſur- 
ances of his love and fidelity, ſhe could not 


Au. Harris Vent ih next. day ta gf 
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ſhe ſlocd upon, and not a friend in the world 


ſhe dare tell her mind to; no, not to her 


inorher. This muſt be a great trouble to 
her, ſhe was forced to ſmother her perplexed 
thougł ts in her own breaſt, which is the 

: great- | 
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greateſt trouble the human mind can be af- 
flicted with; in ſhort, . poor lady, her coun- 
* tenanceſoon ſhewed her diſeaſe, but not the 
leaſt intitation of Her baſe was known. 
After he had been gone about a week ſhe 
received a letter from him, which ſomewhat 
allayed her ardent wiſhes for his return, tho! 
- unfortunate lady, ſſ had ſfomethicg hung 
heavy on her mind the could no ways ſhake 
off, ſhe had pai ted with that which never 
could be returned, and the only means to 
ſecure her from public diſgrace was his fide- 
liry and honour, Thus, in uneaſy thoughts, 
paſſed every long and tedious hour till his re- 
turn, and according to thè appointment of 
his letter he came, on purpoſe to enjoy her 
company a day or two, without letting any 
body elſe know: he was in town. His pre- 
ſence diſpeled the preſent fear from her mind, 
and glad ſhe had another opportunity ro let 
him know how much ſhe deſired him to fin- 
iſh what he knew was not done, and till 
then ſhe could receive no real peace of mind. 
Ne told her ſhe might reſt contented, and be 
| affured whatever ſhe requeſted ſhould be 
3 done; -: | | 
e then went home to his father's, as tho 
juſt come off his journey. without the leaſſ 
1uſpicion of having been to Mrs. Wa rd's, ne- 
vertheleſs his friends was continually teaz« 
1 ing 
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ing him and chalenging him with ſtill keep- 


then for them to bear. To think of their 


diſtreſs my tears almoſt prevents my purſu- 
ing the fatal hiſtory; yet, as truths ſhock- [ 


ing as theſe, may warn the unexperienced, 


and teach the unwary how cautious they | 


ought to be, I will endeavour to finiſh, 


Miſs Ward, or rather Mrs, Harris, grew + 
now very big with child, and kept up from ti 
ſecing any body, ſhe was continually defiring h 
Mr. Harris, that if ever he intended to make 
her or himſelf happy, to marry her at once 
and be ſatisfied with what ſmall fortune he 
had in his on hands, and added, ſhe had 
rather work for him with eaſe of mind, 


than live as ſhe did, or with the enjoyment 
of all he was in hopes of. He told her ſhe 


need not doubt his fidelity and love, that he 


would ever be her comforter, and that ho 


could ſay no more, and as to his ſmall for- 


tune it was but furty pounds a year. He 


till preſſed her for a little patience, ſome. 
thing 


\ 
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th 
ing company with Miſs Ward, and that t 
they would leave him nothing if he did; on 
the other hand, Miſs Polly, in fact his wife, N 
by the ties of love and promiſe, was conſtant- 
ly urging him to fulfil his promiſe, which, 
he now being diffident for fear of a diſcove- 
ry, could not ſind an opportunity to perform, . 
that, in ſhort, boch their minds was a bur - de 


f A 
p- | thing would ſoan turm bo the 


at this very moment ſhe began to think of deſtroy- 


Zing herſelf z and ſhe ſoon found an opportunity, 
| No tongue can expreſs the horror of mind ſhe 
was continually in upon this occaſion, ſhe could 
L no longer withſtand her miſery, her motner 

„knew not the real cauſe, the reader can beſt 
judge the diftreſs ſhe was in. She being big 
Rc child, and drawing near the time of her 


delivery, was certainly the cauſe of her fatal 
end, for one evening, aſter ſhe had embraced 
ber mother with more than ordinary tendere 
"neſs, ſhe went up ſtairs, and there cut her 
throat. FLAT Cas £57 | 
his fatal circumſtance happening, the whole 
was ſoon known to the world, which ſhortly - 
broke the heart of Mrs. Ward. Thus how 
Toon a Wu 15 undone, either for want of cau- 
tion, or truſting too much to promiſes. We 
hope, by this example, all who hears this diſ- 
mal ſtory will endeavour to avoid the ſame 
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R. Hulatt, a gentleman of great 1 | 

had formerly none with 1055 Suiſhed 

aſtre at the bar, By his i inte grity 75 N 
in his profeſſion, he had atked bg "ni "ſmall Mie | 
wealth, which, being added 10, a very five 
eſtate his Father had left him at his each, made 


bim immenſely rich. He had only one ſon, 


named Beaumont, a young gentleman adorned 
with every Pete ich hat es Human nature, 
He had an excellent taſte for muſic, pa inting; an 


the belles lettres; he danced "admirably, had | 


great ſkill in fencing, underftood perfeckly the | 
different caſtoms and manners of different nations, 
was well verſed in human nature; was humane, 
brave and generous z in ſhort, he was poſſeſſed 


of as many exccllencies, and as free from foible, 


as 4 youth of his age could poſſibly be, for he 
was not quite twenty. 


With theſe amiable ſhining qualifications, it is 


no wonder he ſhould be the delight of his father | | 


and the favourite of his neighbours. The old 


gentleman was perfectly wrapped up in his ſon, | 


and could not look on him without the moſt ſen- 
fible pleaſure. 
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One morning, as he was in his room, he cal- 
29 made to him, and f urvey ing him with a 
truly paterval affection, {poke to him as follows, 
Son, gou c annol be unconſcious of the tender af- 


Fection I have ever vorne you; I am every day 


more and more doligbted with you growing vir 
Tues, num car I reproach you with a Angle als 
ot bave "ever ' done" to dif, leaſe ne. But nom, 


LY Beaumont, cbntinued he, it is time for You to 


Alter your Condition; I mean of entering 440 
be maltrimonial late: you are now of a pr 


Per age, and by acting as prudently in 45 new 


bene of life as you have hitherto dane in others, 


Beaumont ant wered his father in * mer” Juriu | 


ful and reſpectful manner he could. He cold him 
that he had fuch a true affection and eſteem for 
him as a man, independant of his duty to him as 
a father, that he would obey him whenever a fit 
opportunity preſented itſelf; but hitherto he had 


never thought ſeriouſly of ſo weighty an affairs 
With. this prudent anſwer, Mr. Hulatt WAS well 


| ſatisfied, and then diſmiſſed him. 


Soon after this, when Beaumont came to age, 
the old gentleman gave a ball to all the neichs 


bouring gentty; bis houſe was gloriouſly illum+ 
nated with wax lights, the bells rung for Joy, 
and nought but mirth aad johty was ſcen. 


Io this ball, among others, came a gentleman 
whom I ſhall call Urban, He had, in his youth, 
been a very accompliſhed gentlman, and bred up 
tl: | in 
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tained great lo 


was teft, being ſcarce ſixty pounds a year. 
Wich this, however, heing an excellent cecono- 
wiſt. he lived very genteel, and was, reſpected 


by every body; but, as he was confined to a 
very narrow ſcene of liſe, he lived more like a 


jn the expeRation of a large fortune; but it un- 1 
ſortunately —_— that his parents had ſuſ - 


es, he was at length obliged to 
retire in the country upon the ſmall pittance which 


iloſopher, than a man converſant in the affairs | 
of the world, yet his obſcurity could not con- 


ceal his merit. 


- Mr. Urban had a ſiſter in London, a widow, 
of a large fortune, who being childleſs, had 
daughter, and bred her up a 
her own, The old gentleman had been accui- 


taken Cleora his 


tomed to go there every third year to ſee her, 


but as he had lately reſolved againſt it, yet vaſi - 


ly deſirous of ſeeing Cleora, he wrote for her to | 
come into the country to ſtay a few months 


with him, | 


To the ball Cleora now came: with her father. | 


at her entrance all the company ſeemed aſtoniſn - 
ed, but none more than Beaumont: he was as one 
thunder ſtruck ; his eyes were never off her, nor 


indeed is it to be wondered at, for this, rea- 
der, is but a very feint deſcription of her charms: | 
Her hair was of a cheſnut brown, her complex- 
ton fair, in her countenance à ſenſibility appears | 


ed almoſt incredible; and a ſweetneſs, when- 
ever the ſmiled which beggar'd all imitation or 
deſcription, her eyes were black and ſparkling» 
her forehead high, her eyebrows arched, and ra- 

ther 


| B 

m- ther full chan other wiſe— her noſe a little inclin- 
uſ⸗ ing to the Roman, which gave her a look full of 
to dignity —a mouth on which every grace ſeemed 
ch to have ſat, her teeth white and even, lips not 

_ © inferior to the coral in colour, or down in ſoft- 
lo» © neſs, her neck white and beautiful, her breaſts 
ed inexpreſſibly raviſhing, her ſhape delicately fine 
a and beautifully pleaſing, and over her whole 
a form appeared irreſiflible charms, which intirely 
Irs | ſubdued the heart of the ſpectator, and gave 
n- © him an invincible pleaſure. 

With theſe perſonal graces, theſe attractive 
v, | accompliſhments, we may reaſonably conclude 
d. chat, had they refrained their admiration, they 
as | muſt have been mere brutes, inſenſible of the 
= | powers of beauty, and unconſcious of the charms 
of the fair ſex: but there is no deſcribing the 
I- 7 pleaſure that Beaumont took in looking on her 
o he gazed and gaz:d, 'till his heart followed his 
eyes, and could not be recalled. At length, 
fearing the company would take notice of him, 
he went to Mr. Urban, and thanked him for the 
+ 3 honour of his company and the young ladies, 
e who, continued he, had I the happineſs of know- 
ting. I ſhould endeavour ro thank as I ought, 

Mr, Urban told him. ſhe was his daughter, 
who, being always bred in London under an af- 
fectionate aunt, and he being vaſtly deſirous of 
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eeing her, yet unwilling to go there any more, 
he had ordered her to coine into the country. 
Beaumont then entered into converſation wich 
him on various ſubjects, but his eyes and thoughts 
were never off Cieora... "IE! 
D Ihe 
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The ball being now very near beginning, 1 
Beaumont begged the ſavour of dancing with 
Cleora, which Mr. Urban readily granted. The 8 
oung lady. therefore was delivered into his V 
7 8, and Mr, Hulatt now coming up to her 
father, after mutual ſalutations, the old gentle- 
men entered into cloſe diſcourſe together, but on 1 
what ſubject I have never been able to learn with e 
any certainty, yet, from the known diſpoſition bi 
of od people, apprehend it might be inveighing bo 
.= againſt the vices of the age, praiſing times ot bo 
yore, and diſcourſing on politicks. iis 
Beaumont, row happy with his partner, was c 
ble {cd to his heart's deſire; how earneſtly did he t. 
gaze on the fair Cleora! how did his eyes ſhoot * 
lorth the emanations of his ſoul! how did his .: 
tongue laviſh encomiums on her beauty! and hi. 
gt ow wanton on her pertections / but Cleora, to |. 
whom ſuch actions and diſcourſe were familiar, hi. 


took but little notice of them: not but what we 4 
muſt ſuppoſe, ſuch a young gentleman as Beau ter 
' moat talked in a different ſtyle from the com- YE 
mon chit chat of our modern youthsz but Cleora Cl 
"whoſe prudence and good ſenſe had determined 
her to pay no regard to any one but who was ap- ha 
proved of by her father, was ſteeled againſt any | 3 


thing that ſhould be ſaid to ber. Tho? ſhe did not the 
Implicitly believe all young Beaumont ſaid to 
ber, ſhe could not be blind to his engaging man- 
ner cf di courſe, ard was as much taviſhed by his 
{kill in dancing, as he could be by hers. q ho 
How ſhort did that long evening ſeem to our | 
lover! the rapid hau, flew away like flaſhes of 
lightning, | Pr 
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lightning, he could eternally have talked-to and 
7 gazed on the fair Cleora | | 


The ball was now finiſhed, to his great regret, 


Mr. Urban and his daughter ſoon after took their 
leave. With eager eyes the love ſtruck Beau- 
mont follows his miſtreſs : his heart is Hill with 
her; but alas! he dare not follow her. 


The company being all withdrawn, Beaumont 


biding his father good night, retires to bis cham- 
ber, but not to ſleep, Even all the livelong night 
he thinks of Cleora, and love denies him reſt, 


While the dull folemn ſons of ſtupidity, free 


from the power of mighty love, conſizn them- 
: ſelves to the God of ſleep, and enjoy an undiſ- 
„ turbed repoſe, this accompliſhed youth thinks on 
his charming partner: he revives in his mind all 
her charms, and the diſcrete anſwers ſhe made to 
his diſcourle. Theſe rivet him (till cloſer to her, 
and he is determined to purſue her; for tho' ex- 
7 ternal beauties may for a while fire n his breaſt, 
yet the mental accompliſhments with which 
2 Clzora is endued. entirely raviſh his foul. 


The night, tho? he had been thinking on her, 
had never ſeemed ſc long. How often did he 
wiſh Phaeton would take the reigns of day from 


the beautiful Aurora, and drive her fiery horſes 
with more than common ſpeed, but in vain. . At 
length the morn appeared; when riſing from his 
bed, his heart hurried him towards Mr. Urban's 
houſe, without his once determining where to go. 


Being now near ir, he pauſed of a ſudded —« 
What am I doing? ſays the youth. Am I acting 
prudently, to fly to one at this early time ot 

wer? 
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morn, whom I ſcarcely know, and who may | 


probably be pre-engaged to to ſome more happy 
man. Certainly, no. | 
After reaſoning. the affair pro and con ſome 
hours, at laſt love diſcovered, and he was at Mr. 
Urban's door, juſt as his daughter and himſelf 
were at breakfaſt: The old gentleman aſked 
Beaumont if he had break faſted? who anſwering 
in the negative, he ſat down with them; and en- 
tering into a deep converſation with each other, 
ne - conceived a greater opinion of Mr. Urban 
than ever he had before, the reaſon of which, I 
preſume, appears pretty obvious, 
They had not talked a great while together, 
before Mr. Urban withdrew, to ſpeak to a gentle- 
man on particular buſineſs, which gave Beaumont 
an opportunity of declaring his paſſion; which 
he did in ſuch a manner, that Cleora, bluſhing, 
was about to make a favourable anſwer. had not 
her father that inſtant returned: for Beaumont 
did not follow the example of the modern he- 
roes of romance, who, when left alone with their 
miſtreſſes, are ſo awed by the exceſs of their 
paſſion, that their tongues cannot declare the 
ſentiments of their hearts; far from it, be 
poured out his love for her in ſuch paſſionate 
ſuch eloquent expreſſions as that tender paſ- 
ſion can alone inſpire its votaries with, Beau- 
mont, tho' he had the higheſt reſpe& for 
Mr. Urban, yet at that time would have 
thought his abſence more agreeable than his 


co npany. 
After 
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After a few days had paſſed, in which time 
Beaumont revolved in his breaſt the unſur- 
mountable obſtacles which ſtood in his way, 
in his intended and much defired union with 
Cleora ; no longer able to be deprived of her 
fight, and willing at once to declare the af- 
dent and fixed affection he had for her, he 
wrote her the following letter. 


Dear Madan, : x FER. 
INCE I had the pleafure of feeing you, I have never 
8 ceafed reflecting on the many perfections you ſo emi. 
nently poſſeſs. The exceſs of affection which the firſt mo- 
ment I ſaw you I could not help bearing you, was ſurely 
impoſſible to be concealed ; for tho' my Gays was filent 
on the pleaſing theme, yet my eyes, the faithful interpre- 
ters of the heart, muſt have info, med you no leſs power- 
fully what I felt. The faint expreſſion I gave you of my 
ſenſations the day after, was ſo inadequate, that, pardon 
me, Madam, if I could not reſiſt this occaſion of tellin 
ou how much I love. But here indeed, I am at the Maki 
Joſs My pen is not ſufficient to declare the exceſs of my 
peſſion, for alas! my deareſt Cleora, no words can paint, 
no language ſupport, no tongue can ſhadow. how much I 
love you. To morrow I muſt do myſelf the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you. in expectation of which happy time, I remain 
my dear Cleora Sever faithful lover, | 
BEAUMONT. 


This letter he ſent by his ſervant, who on 
his return, told his maſter he had delivered 
it into Cleora's hands; who returned no o- 
ther anſwer than her compliments. 

In the afternoon. of the next day he waited 


on her, but unfortunately for him, Mr. Ur- 


ban was at home, He was therefore obliged 
to 


: 


0 
to talk on indifferent ſubjects; and after gay. 
ing a few hours, withdrew. 

Three or four times more did Beaumont 
wait on his Cleora, before he had an oppor- 
tunity of meeting with her alone, bur at laſt 
kind fortune favoured him, Mr. Urban was 
gone to a neighbouring gentleman, who 
wanted to conſult him in an affair of the laſt 
| Importance, and was not expected home till 

the evening. This ſo fortunate opportunity 
Beaumont embraced. He threw himſelf at 


her feet, and by his every word and geſture, 


fo powerfully evinced his love, and ſhewed 
his fincerity, that the fair one could not but 
believe him? yet concealing her ſentiments, 
as far as ſhe could, ſhe told him that ſhe 
could not give him any direct anſwer, That 


their fathers ſhould be conſulted in an affair 


of ſo great importance, and, without their 
conſent ſhe could not cn any account diſpoſe 
of herſelf, or indeed give any kind of anſwer. 

To this prudent ſpeech, Beaumont an- 
ſwered that his love for her was ſo pure that 
could the but know his ſinceri y, ſhe could 
dor be fo ſevere to him: and that, was he 
but aſſured he was not indifferent to her, he 
ſhould be happy. 

With theſe and many other arguments, 
Beaumont fo far foftened his fair Cleora, that 
at lag, with a ſigh, the confeſe a sel 

g (ve. 
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love. The youth was ſo tranſported with the generous de- 
claration, that, in the height of his extacy, he propoſed a 
marriage in ſecret; but this the prudent maid would not 
conſent to. She told him, that when ever his father heard 
of it, he would be erritated, that the conſequences, would 
be fatal, that he might depend on her love' and, when a 
fit opportunity preſented itſelf, ſhe would be wholly his, 
but was deiermined never to engage in ſo weighty an affair 
without her father's knowledge; and as Beaumont's duty 
to his frther, was as juſtly due as hers to Mr. Urban, if he 
would reflect ever ſo little, he could not think of ſuch an af- 
fair without his conſent. | 
Beaumont, tranſported with her prudence and her love, 
tederly embraced her. He told her that her ſentiments were 
right, and that he would ſolicit his father's conſent, with- 
out which he muſt be eternally unhappy. In this manner. 


| did theſe lovers employ their time, till Mr. Urban's arrĩ- 


val ſhortly after which Beaumont withdrew. 

Day after day paſſed away, without his being able to de- 
fire his father's conſent, In the mean time the greateſt miĩs- 
fortune happened'to Mr. Urban, a banker, in whoſe hands 
almoſt his whole fortune lay, was gone off and no tidings 
could be heard of him. 

A great many months had now rolled away, ſince Beau- 
mont had firſt reſolved to aſk his father's conſent ; till one 
dty after dinner, when Mr. Hulatt was in a more than 
uſual good humour, Beaumont diſcovered his love for Cle- 
ora. He told his fathec he could not live without her, 
and begged of him to conient to their marriage. The old 
gentleman had hardly patience to hear his ſon, and ftart- 
ing irom his chair in a furious mood, upbraided him for 
his mean way of thinking, as he called it, and threatened 
to diſinherit him, if ever he mentiondd it any more. 

The next morning, unable to keep away from his dear 
Cleora, ee paid her a vifit ; and while he was informing 
her of what had happened, his ſervant came to him in a 
violenz hurry, and informed him, his father was ſudden- 
ly taken with an apoplectic fit, and was ſo ill, that he 
could live but a very ſhort time. Beaumont uo fooner 
was acquainted with his father's danger, than he flew home 
lke lightning. He found him in the parlour, on a —_— 
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ſo exceſſively ill, that the phyſician, who had arrived 
there before him, pronounced he could live but a very few 


Beaumont, notwithſtanding his father's harſhneſs, was 
much grieved at his death. He hoped he would ſoon 
have conſented to the joining thoſe hands whoſe hearts 
were long before united : but death, that threw its black 
viel before him, prevented Beaumont's hope, and left al- 
together doubtful, 

The funeral of Mr. Hulatt being over, and Beaumont 
having, for decency's ſake, ſtayed a proper time, he 
went to Mr. Urban, and revealed to him his love for his 
daughter; Mr. Urban was amaz:d, * Sure, ſaid he, you 
are not in earneſt! A man of your immence fortune in 
love with Cleora ! Can you, whom thouſands would think 
themſelves happy with, place your affection on a poor 

irl?” 
l Cleora now coming in prevented an anſwer, Beaumont 
throwing his arms round her neck, was ſo tranſported, ſo 
Joſt in extacy, that he could only pronounce—“ “ My 
dear, dear Cleora, now we will never part any more.” Mr, 
Urban was aſtoniſhed : he ſtosd like a ftatue of ſurprize ; 
but Beaumont, that faithful, that generous lover, now 
8 to himſclf, informed Mr. Urban of their mutual 

ove. 

Mr. Urban could not ceaſe his ſurpriſe, while the love- 
ly Cleora was ſo tranſported with the continuance of his 
affection, who was ſo dear to her, that ſhe reſigned her- 
ſelf up to the moſt perfect joy. 

A very few days after this put Beaumont in poſſeſſion of 
the moſt Icvely of her ſex; and theſe faithful lovers, who 
had fuftered ſo many uneaſy ſenſations, by the unnatural 
cruelty of a father, whoſe heart was wholly ſet on gran- 
dieur and riches, without once thinking love the chief in- 
gredient of conjugal happineſs, now find their ccnftancy 
amply rewarded by the laſting ple ſures of virtuous and 
mutial love; and they daily experience, in each others 
arms, thoſe joys which none but thoſe who love like them 
can feel or conceive, 
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